Tadéc Népvag

2TOV TIPOIOTOPLKO OLKLOUO TNC Aépvag 0AAG KAl 0TNV EUPUTEPN TIEPLOXT EXOUV EADEL
010 dw¢ TadEC amod tn NeoAlBikn oy €wG KaL TOUG LOTOPLKOUG XPOVOUG.

Ot Ayootéc tadég (evvéa) tng Méong NeoABikng Emoxng (6000-5600/5500 m.X.)
adopolv we emni to MAelotov og avriAika atopa (veoyévvnta, Bpédn kal motdia
KATw Twv 10 eTwv). NpokeLtal yla evtadlacpoug oe armhou pnxoug AAKkoug, Sixwg
kteplopata. E€aipeon amotelel évag eyyutplouog (tadn Bpédpouc péoa o ayyelo).
2tnv TeAwn NeoAOwkn (mep. 4200 1t.X.) SUo TadEg veapwv eVNAIKWY yuvalkwy, nAL-
Klog epimou 25 etwv, emdelkvuouv peyoAutepn dpovtida. Itn pio mepimtwon n
Tadn oploBeteital pe AiBoug oe kukAkn Stataén (Ew. 1), evw otnv GAAN KATW amo
TO KPAWVL0 TNG VeKpnG €xeL ToroBetnBet €vag Aibog we mpookedalo (Ewk. 2). MAnaciov
TOUG £XOUV amoTeOEel MepLooOTEPA TOU €VOC ayyeia w¢ ktepiopata (Ewk. 3). OAeg
oL TadEG evromilovral EVTOG TOU OLKIOHOU, otAAQ EKTOC TWV OLKLWV. EvOEXOUEVWE
oL £pnPol kat ol evAALKEG vekpol va eixav eviadlaotel o€ vekpotadeio eKTOC TOU
OLKLOMOU N va KNV €xatpav Kav Tadnc.
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Evtog Twv oplwv Tou epeuvnpéVOU XwpPou Sev £XOUV EVIOTILOTEL TADEC TNG EMOXAC
TNG OKUNAG Tou olklopoU (MpwtoeAAadkn Il: 2750/2700-2300/2200 t.X.). MBavwg
aUTEC Ba BplokovTtav EKTOC TOU OLKLOUOU.

Tnv apéowc emopevn mepiodo, tnv NpwtoeAAadikn Il (2300/2200-2050/2000 mt.X.),
KoL Tn petapatikn mpog tn MeocoeAAadikr), O0TOV OLKIOUO €XOUV €PEUVNBEL pOvov
eVVEQ TADEC VEOYEVWNTWY, Bpedwv Kat Madlwy KATW TwV 6 €TWV, KATA KAvOva o€
amAoUG AAKKOUG, 0TO ECWTEPLKO TWV OLKLWV N AVAUESA TOUG. Evdexopévwg oL peya-
AUTepnG nAwkiag vekpol va BaBovtav eKTOC TOU OLKIOUOU.

2tn MeoogAAadikr) Emoyxn (2050/2000-1700/1675 m.X.) avayovtal oL TEPLOCOTEPEC
TadEg (mavw amod 200) mou €xouv amokaAudpBOel oToV v HEPEL EPEUVNUEVO TIPOI-
OTOPLKO OLKLOMO (ELK. 4). OL V0 cuvnBeatepol TUMOL TAdWV TTOU amavtouV eival:

1) o amAd¢ Adkkog (Ek. 5), Tou omoilou n cuxvoTNTA UELWVETAL KOTA TNV UOTEPN
¢daon, omoTe XPNOLUOTOLELTAL KUPLWE Yo ToV eviadlaopo avnAikwy, Kot

2) o ktBwtidoynuoc (Ew. 6), 0 omoiog epdaviletal Katd tn Héon haon, anoteAel Tov
Lo SnUodAn TUTIO 0TV VOTEPN KAl XPNOLUOTOLELTAL KUPILWCE yLa TOV EVIAPLACHO
EVNALKWY, EVW N KOTAOKEUT TOU TIOLKIAAEL e TNV TTAp0odo Tou XpOvou.

Ta Tadka ayyeia (eyyutplouoi) eivat OXETIKA OTIAVLA, AVAKOUV OTNV TIPWLLN KAL TN
Heon daon NG MEPLOSOU KL XPNOLUOTOLOUVTAL AMOKAELOTIKA VLo TOV EVTADLOOUO
AVAALKWVY aTOPWVY, TPpWTioTws Bpedwv (Ewk. 7).

Ot tadol dlatdooovtal o€ OUASES e GUYYEVLKOUCG SE0UOUC TwV VEKPWV. KataAap-
Bavouv XwPOoUug MAVW oo TIG EYKATAAEAELUUEVEG OLKLEC, EVW VEEG OLKLEC QVEYEL-
POVTOL TIAVW OO TIG TAPEC KBwWGE oL vekpol cuvteAolV oTn dlatrnpnaon TG LVAKNG
TNG olkoyevelag. MoAu ouxva ta veoyévvnta Bpedn BaBovtal avapeoa oTLG OLKieC.
Oplopévol UoTtepol TAdOL XPNOLUOTIOLOUVTAL YL TIEPLOCOTEPEC Ao pia tadeC (Ek.
8). ApKeTEG Tadég cuvodelovtal and KTeplopata, 0w akEpata ayyesia, eyxwpla
kol elonypéva (Ewk. 9), Twv omoilwv o aplBuog unoxwpel otig Votepeg GATELS, £p-
yoAeia, armAd omAa Kot Koopnpota, oAAG kat Bpauopéva ayyeia Kol O0TPAKA. TNV
TeAevutala auth mepimtwon, wg pia cupPolikn mpaén prnéng aAla kat cuvdeong
HETatL {WVTOVWY KoL VEKPWY, TaL UTTOAOLUTTO THAKATO TWV ayyeiwv Ba ta Ematpvav
Hall Toug oL cUYYEVELG yLa va BupouvTal Toug vekpoUg Tout. Ot vekpol BdBovtal o
OUVECTAALEVN OTACH, EVW AlyooTol €lval oL EKTETOUEVOL OKEAETOL, KUPLWG TIPOC Tl
TEAN TG mepLodou (Ewk. 10).

Katd tnv'Yotepn MeocogAAadikn (1750-1675 m.X.) kat tnv Mpwin Muknvaikn me-
plodo (YotepoeAadikn I: 1675-1600 m.X.) epdavilovral ol Ktiotol KIBwTLOGXNHOL
Tadol, oL onoiol KataAapBAvouv XWPOUG MAVW ATO T EPEUTWUEVES OLKIEG TNG
nponyoupevng meptodou (Ewk. 11). MapOUoLlol KOTAOKEVOOTIKA, O HEYAAUTEPN
OMWCG KALpaka, ivat ot SU0 Aakkoeldeic Tapot, avtiotol ol pe Toug mMAoUoLoug Ta-
doug Twv Tadkwv KOKAwv Twv Muknvwy, Twv omolwv ta oplypata apafiocav
ToV TUMPBO Kat TNV «Owkia Twv KepAapwv».

Alyol tadol autng Tng mepLodou Eexwpilouv yla TNV EMUEAN KAL LVNUELOKT KATO-
OKEUN TOUC, TNV Tteplomtn B€on TOUG Kol TNV MOWKIAOTPOTMN ppovtida Twv VEKPWV
QO TOUG OUYYEVELG TOUC, TOOO KATA TOV EVTADLAOUO 000 KAl PETA OO QUTOV (Ve-
Kpodelmva, avakoutdr ootwv). OLe¢€xovtec autol TadoL amoteAolV LAPTUPEC Uiog
avaduopEeVNG EVvoLag TNG ATOULKAC Stadopormoinong Kot Kat' EMEKTAON ULAG TIPWL-
HUNG LOPPNG KOWWVIKAG SLOCTPWHUATWONG TNS KOWVOTNTAG UE EUdPacn 0TOUG OUYYE-
vikoU¢ 6eopoUc. Tnyv dta epiodo ot vekpol evtadlalovral Kal EKTOC TOU OLKIOHOU,
WC €Ml To MAeloTOV 0€ KIBWTLOOXNHOUG TadOoUC, akoAouBwvTag OLWCE TILO CUVTNPN-
TIKA TADLKA €01 (TT.X. QyYELQL LE TIEPLOPLOKEV TIOLKIALO OXNUATWY WCE KTEPLOATA).

Tn Muknvaiki Emoyxn (1600-1100 m.X.) evAAlKeG Kat pikpd madid evtapialovral
€VTOG TOU olKlopoU (Etk. 12). Tadr aAdyou mou epeuvnOnNKe eV HEPEL KOVTIA OTN
voTLodUTIKN Ttapudr Tou, cuvdestal mBavotata pe yertvialovoa avBpwrivn Tadn
w¢ €L6LKN TpoadopaA POG TNV TOU VEKPOU. OaAauoscldeic Tapot Exouv epeuvnOel
OTO VOTLO TOU OLKLOUOU, QO TOUC OTOLouG opatol orfjpepa ivat autol mopamAeL-
pw¢ tou |.N. Kowpnoswg Osotokou KiBepiou (Etk. 13).

AlyooTtéc eivat ol tadég TnG NMPWTOYEWHETPLIKAG eptodou (1050/1025-900 m.X.)
TIOU €XOUV EPEUVNBOEL EVTOG KAl EKTOC TOU OLKLOKOU. AVTIOETWE APKETEC TADEC TWV
FEWUETPIKWV XPOVWV TIOU XpovoAoyouvtal Thv mepiodo 875-720 m.X. mepimnov,
€XOUV EVTOTILOTEL WC ETTL TO TAELOTOV OTLG AVATOALKEC UTIWPELEC TOU Movtivou Addou
aAAa kot otnv medvr) €ktoon avatoAlkd. Mpokettal yia tadEg kKuplwg og KIPWTLO-
oxnuouc tadouc aldad kot o miBouc  aAAa ayyeia (eyxutplopol): Ew. 14. ISiaite-
pa MAOUGLEC lval oL TadEG otoug TiBoug, adou oe AUTEG evamoBETovTaL WG KTE-
plopata apketd ayyeia (Ew. 15, 15a-6), aAAd Kot LETAAALVO KOOUHOTA (TIEPOVEC,
daktuAlol). Avapeod Toug Eexwpllel pia xaAKvn mopmn He eyxapaktn Slakoounon
€VOG LOPOXAPOUG TITNVOU o€ KABE MAELPQ, N omtoia cuvodeuEe TNV Tadr EVOC ULKPOU
natdlov, mbavwg kopltolov, 18 unvwv mepimou, mou xpovoloyeital ota 740-720
n.X. (Ewk. 16).

Zuotadeg Tadwy, KUPLWE KIBWTLOOKNUWY, TTIOU XPOVOAOYOUVTAL OTOUG KAQGLKOUG,
€AANVLOTIKOUC KAl pWHAIKOUC XPOVOUG, €xouv EABEL 0TO Ppwe otV TEdLV £KTOON
ota BopeLa KoL Ta VOTLA TOU TIPOIOTOPLKOU OLKLOUOU, TOU OTIOLoU N Xprion Tnv mepi-
080 auth vnAateital péoa amod ta nyadia mou £xouv epeuvnBel EVTOG TwV 0plwv
TOU KoL ToV KABavo Twv UOTEPWV PWHAIKWY XpOVWY, 0’ emadr] LE TRV oXVPWGN TNG
MpwtoeAAadikng Il mepodou.

Ew. 1. Tuvawkeio tadn tg TeAkng NeoAlBikng
Emoxng (mep. 4200 m.X.).

[Mnyn: Auepikavikn SxoAn KAaowwy Smouvdwv otnv Adnva, Apxeio
Avaokapwv Aépvag].

Fig. 1. Female burial of the Late Neolithic period
(ca. 4200 B.C.).

[Source: American School of Classical Studies at Athens, Lerna
Excavations Archive].
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Ewk. 4. Tadot tng MeocoeNadikng Emoxng
(2050/2000-1700/1675 m.X.) OTO €PEUVNUEVO
TUAMO TOU TTPOoiloTopLkoU OLKLoHoU TNG A€pvag.
[Mnyn: Milka E., Mortuary Differentiation and Social Structure in
the Middle Helladic Argolid, 2000-1500 B.C., PhD Thesis, University
of Groningen, 2019, oeA. 70 €ik. 5].

Fig. 4. Middle Helladic graves (2050/2000-
1700/1675 B.C.) in the researched part of the

prehistoric settlement of Lerna.

[Source: Milka E., Mortuary Differentiation and Social Structure in
the Middle Helladic Argolid, 2000-1500 B.C., PhD Thesis, University
of Groningen, 2019, p. 70 Fig. 5].
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Eik. 6. KiBwtidoxnuog
MecoeA\adikng Emoxng.
[Minyn: Augpwavikn SxoAn KAaotkwv Smoudwv otnv
AVrva, Apxeio Avaokapuwv Népvag].

Fig. 6. Cist grave of the Middle Helladic

period.
[Source: American School of Classical Studies at Athens,
Lerna Excavations Archive].
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Ew. 10. Tadn tng MecoeAAadikn ¢ EToxnG e Toug
VEKPOUG O€ EKTETAUEVN OTAON.

[Mnyn: Aueptkavikn SxoAn KAaotkwy Smoudwv otnv Adrva, Apxeio
Avaokapwv Aépvag].

Fig. 10. Burial of the Middle Helladic period with

the deceased buried in an extended position.
[Source: American School of Classical Studies at Athens, Lerna
Excavations Archive].
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Etk. 14. Eyxutplopog Tng Méong MewUETPLKNG TTEPL-
060u oo To vekpotadelo OTILC UTWPELEC TOU Movrti-
vou Aodou (800-750 m.X.).

[Mnyn: Aueptkavikn SxoArn KAaotkwy Smovbwy otnv Adnva, Apxeio
Avaokagpwv Aépvag].

Fig. 14. Burial jar of the Middle Geometric period
from the cemetery on the slopes of the Pontinos
Hill (800-750 B.C.).

[Source: American School of Classical Studies at Athens, Lerna

Ewk. 3. Kteplopata Twv U0 yuvalkeiwv
tadpwv tng TeAkng NeoABikng Emoxng (BA.

[®wT6: Apxeio E@.A.APT.].

Fig. 3. Grave offerings of the two female
burials of the Late Neolithic period (see Figs.

[Photo: Archive of the EF.A.ARG].

Ewk. 13. OaAapoetdng tadog tng Muknvaikng Emoxng oto onuepvo KiBept.

Fig. 13. Chamber tomb of the Mycenaean period in modern Kiveri.

Ewk. 2. Tuvaikeio tadn tg TeAkng NeohOikrg Emoxng (mep.

4200 10.X.).
[Mnyn: Auepwavikry ZxoAn KAaotkwv Smoudwv otnv ASrva, Apxeio Avaokapwv
Népvag].

Fig. 2. Female burial of the Late Neolithic period (ca. 4200 B.C.).

[Source: American School of Classical Studies at Athens, Lerna Excavations Archive].

Ewk. 5. Tadn oe anho Adkko thg MecoeA\adikng Emoxng.
[Mnyn: Auepwavikry SxoAn KAaowwv Smoubwv otnv Adnva, Apxeio Avaokapwv
Népvag].

Fig. 5. Simple pit grave of the Middle Helladic period.

[Source: American School of Classical Studies at Athens, Lerna Excavations Archive].

Ewk. 7. Tadn oe ayyeio (eyxutplopog) tng MeooeANadIKAG
EToxng.

[Mnyn: Auepikavikn SxoAr KAaowkwv Zmovdwv otnv Adrva, Apxeio Avaokapwv
Népvag].

Fig. 7. Burial jar of the Middle Helladic period.

[Source: American School of Classical Studies at Athens, Lerna Excavations Archive].

Ewk. 9. Ayyela wg kteplopata oe tadég tng MeocoeAAadIKNG
EToxng.
[@wto: Apxeio ED.A.APT.].

Fig. 9. Vessels used as grave offerings in Middle Helladic burials.
[Photo: Archive of the EF.A.ARG].

Ewk. 8. AutAn tadn tng MecoeA\adikig Emoxng.
[Mnyn: Aueptkavikn SxoAn KAaotkwv Smouvbwv atnv Adrva, Apxeio Avaokapwv Aépvag].

Fig. 8. Double burial of the Middle Helladic period.

[Source: American School of Classical Studies at Athens, Lerna Excavations Archive].

Ewk. 11. Ktlotog Kifwtidoxnuog tadog tng LeTapaong amod tn
Méan otnv Yotepn Emoxr tou XaAkoU (mep. 1700 1.X.).

[Mnyn: Auepikavikn SxoAn KAaotkwy Smouvdwv atnv Adnva, Apxeio Avaokapwy Nép-
vag].

Fig. 11. Built cist grave of the transition from the Middle to the
Late Bronze Age (ca. 1700 B.C.).

[Source: American School of Classical Studies at Athens, Lerna Excavations Archive].
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Ewk. 12. KiBwtiéoxnpog tadog tng Muknvaikig Emoxng (1600-1100 mt.X.), mpLv (apLoTepd) Kot HeTd
(6€€Ldt) To Avolypd Tou.
[Mnyni: Augpikavikr ZxoAn KAaoikwv Smoubwv atnv Adrvea, Apxeio Avaokagpwv Népvag].

Fig. 12. Cist grave of the Mycenaean period (1600-1100 B.C.), before (left) and after (right) its opening.

[Source: American School of Classical Studies at Athens, Lerna Excavations Archive].

Ewk. 15a-8. Ayyeia wg Kteplopa-
Ta O€ EyXUTPLOUO TG YoTepng le-
WHETPKAG | / Il tepLdSou amd to
vekpoTadelo OTIC UMWPELEG TOU

Novtivou Addou (740-720 1. X.).
[Mnyri: Apxeio EQ.A.APT].

Fig. 15a-d. Vessels used as grave
offerings in a burial jar of the
Late Geometric | / Il period from
the cemetery on the slopes of

the Pontinos Hill (740-720 B.C.).
[Source: Archive of the EF.A.ARG.].

Ewk. 15. Ayyeia w¢ Kteplopata oe eyXUTPLOMO TG Yotepng Mew-
UETPIKAC | / 1l tepLdSou amd to vekpotadeio OTIG UTIWPELEG TOU
Movtivou Addou (740-720 m.X.).

[Mnyn: Auepwavikn SxoAn KAaowwv Smovbwy atnv Adnva, Apxeio Avackagpwv Nép-
vag].

Fig. 15. Vessels used as grave offerings in a burial jar of the Late
Geometric | / 1l period from the cemetery on the slopes of the
Pontinos Hill (740-720 B.C.).

[Source: American School of Classical Studies at Athens, Lerna Excavations Archive].

Excavations Archive].

Etk. 16. XAAKLVN TIOPTIN WG KTEPLOWUA GE EYXUTPLOUO TN YOTEPNG
lewpetpkng | / Il amd to vekpotadelo OTIC UMWPELEG TOU
Movtivou Addou (740-720 m.X., tpPA. €wk. 15).

[Mnyri: K. Devries, Hesperia 43, ruv. 15].

Fig. 16. Bronze fibula as a grave offering in a burial jar of the Late
Geometric | / Il period from the cemetery on the slopes of the

Pontinos Hill (740-720 B.C., same as Fig. 15).
[Source: K. Devries, Hesperia 43, pl. 15.].

Burials at Lerna

Numerous graves dating from the Neolithic period to historical times have been
found within the prehistoric settlement of Lerna and the area surrounding it.

The few graves (nine) dating to the Middle Neolithic period (6000-5600/5500 B.C.)
mostly concern burials of minors (newborns, infants and children under the age of
10). They are simple inhumations in shallow pits with no grave gifts. An exception
is one burial jar, that is the burial of an infant inside a vase. More care is noted
in two graves from the Final Neolithic (ca. 4200 B.C.): two young adult females
around 25 years old were buried in specially created pits. The burial pit in one case
is surrounded by a circle of stones (Fig. 1), while in the other a stone placed under
the cranium of the deceased serves as a headrest (Fig. 2). Additionally, more than
one vase were deposited near them as grave offerings (Fig. 3). All Neolithic burials
were found inside the settlement but outside the houses. It is possible that older
adolescents and adults were buried in cemeteries outside the settlement, or were
perhaps not buried at all.

So far, no graves dating to the Early Helladic Il period (2750/2700-2300/2200
B.C.), the peak of Lerna’s prosperity, have been found within the excavated area.
It is suggested that burials would have taken place outside the settlement, most
likely within an organized cemetery.

From the next period, Early Helladic Il (2300/2200-2050/2000 B.C.), and the
transition to the Middle Helladic, only nine graves of newborns, infants and
children under six years of age have been found. As a rule, they are simple pit
graves dug into house interiors or the spaces between houses. Again it is likely
that older children and adults were buried outside the settlement.

Most of the graves (more than 200) discovered so far in the prehistoric settlement
belong to the Middle Helladic period (2050/2000-1700/1675 B.C.) (Fig. 4). The
two most common types of graves are:

1) pit graves (Fig. 5), which decline in frequency during the late phase to be used
mainly for the burial of children, and

2) cist graves (Fig. 6), which appear during the middle phase and become the most
frequent type of burial in the late phase. Used primarily for the burial of adults,
the construction of cist graves varies over time.

Burial jars are relatively rare, belonging to the early and middle phase of the
period, and are used exclusively for the burial of children, primarily infants (Fig. 7).

The graves are arranged in groups with kinship ties of the dead. They occupy areas
over abandoned houses, while new houses are often erected over the graves of
ancestors to help preserve family memory. Frequently, newborn infants are buried
among the houses. Some later graves were used for more than one burial (Fig.
8). Numerous burials are accompanied by grave offerings such as intact local or
imported vessels (Fig. 9), which decline in frequency in later phases, tools, simple
weapons and jewelry, as well as pieces of intentionally broken vessels. In this last
case, as a symbolic act of rupture but also a reminder of the connection between
the living and dead, the remaining parts of the vessels would be kept by the living
relatives to remember their dead. The deceased were buried in a contracted
position, while towards the end of the period some were buried in an extended
position as well (Fig. 10).

During the Late Middle Helladic (1750-1675 B.C.) and the Early Mycenaean period
(Late Helladic I: 1675-1600 B.C.) built cist graves appear, occupying the area over
the ruined houses of the previous period (Fig. 11). Of similar construction but on a
larger scale are two shaft graves, similar to the rich shaft graves in the two Grave
Circles at Mycenae, whose trenches violated the tumulus and the House of the
Tiles.

Afew graves from this period can be distinguished for their careful and monumental
construction, their eminent position and the particular care taken for the deceased
by the living, both during the funeral itself and afterwards (funerary feasts,
recovery of the bones). These prominent graves bear witness to an emerging
concept of individual differentiation within the community and, by extension, to
an early form of social stratification with an emphasis on kinship ties. During this
same period, burials appear outside the settlement as well, mainly in cist graves,
but still adhering to conservative funerary customs (vessels of a limited range of
types offered as gifts, for example).

In the Mycenaean period (1600-1100 B.C.) adults and young children are buried
within the settlement (Fig. 12). A horse burial partially explored near its southwest
edge is most likely associated with a neighboring human burial as a special offering
to honor the deceased. Chamber tombs have been excavated to the south of the
settlement, with the tombs at the side of the church of Koimeses Theotokou at
Kiveri still visible today (Fig. 13).

Only a few graves date to the Protogeometric period (1050/1025-900 B.C.),
found inside and outside the settlement. By contrast, numerous graves from the
Geometric period, dating to the years around 875-720 B.C., have been found
mostly on the eastern slopes of the Pontinos Hill as well as in the valley to the
east. They are mainly cist graves and burial jars in pithoi or other vessels (Fig. 14).
The pithos burials are particularly rich with gifts including numerous vessels (Figs.
15, 15a-d) as well as metal jewelry (pins, rings). Among the offerings is a bronze
buckle (fibula) decorated with an incised waterfowl on each side. It accompanied
the burial of a young child, most likely a girl of around 18 months, and dates to
740-720 B.C. (Fig. 16).

Clusters of mainly cist graves dating to Classical, Hellenistic and Roman times have
come to light in the fields to the north and south of the prehistoric settlement.
Evidence that the settlement was used during these periods comes from wells
explored within its boundaries as well as a kiln of late Roman date abutting the
fortifications of the Early Helladic Il period.
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