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2tn Aépva amavtoUv SLaxpovika ot akoAouBol TumoL Tadwv:

ATIAOG AAKKOG. ATtOTEAEL TOV AIMAOUOTEPO TPOTIO TAPNC, O OMOLo¢ amavta nén
APXAIO- aro t NeoABikn Emoyn Kol oucLaoTIKA Sev TTAUEL TIOTE VO XPNOLULOTIOLETALL.
AOFIKOZ O AAkkog avolyetal anevBeiag oto xwpa. O vekpog evamotiBetal oto okANpo

xggﬁf}: xwpa r oe damedo pe BotooAa i AtBomAaka. To Tadikd OpuyHa KOAUTITETOL

ARCHAED oUXVA HE ABOTIAQKEG 1) aKAVOVLOTOUG AlBouG Kol LEPLKEG POPEG oploBeTeital
LOGICAL ue AlBvn otAn 1) AlBoug rou Aettoupyouv wg orua [Ewk. 1].

SITE OF

-ERNA KiBwtidoxnpog tédog. MpOKEeLTaL yla KTLoTO TAdo, 0 0Moiog mapouctdleL ToL-

KIAlQL WG TIPOG TOV TPOTIO KATAOKEUNE TWV TOLXWHATWY Tou. ZuvhBwg autd Ot-
opopdpwvovtal pe KABeTeC MAAKEC (0pBOOTATEC), EVW OE OPLOUEVOUC TAPOUG
amoteAouvtal amno mAiveoug ] AlBOTAaKeG i akavoviotoug AlBoug og oplovtia
Sdatagn n elval KTIOPEVA LE CUVOUAOUO TWV TTAPOTIAVW KATAOKEUOOTIKWY UE-
B06wv Kal VALKwyY. Zuxva ¢Epel damedo amo Botoala rj AAAa VALKA (TtnAO,
TALvOou¢) kal kaAumttrpleg MAAkeC [Ewk. 2 - 5].

Eyxutplopog. Mpokettal yla todn we ent to mAsiotov BpEédoucg oe eupeyebeg
ayyeio [Ew. 6, 7].

Nakkoeldn g tadog. Ocwpeital e€EALEN (0 peyaAUTEPN KALLOKA) TOU KLBWTLO-
oXNHUOU TAdOoU TIoU TPOOPIIETAL YLa TIEPLOCOTEPEC MO pia TadEC. MpokeLtal
yla BaBu Adkko TapaAANAOYPAUUOU OXAMOTOC, O OTOLOG KAAUTITETAL UE TIAA-
KeG TAVW o€ EVALVa SoKAPLA. AVAESA OTLG KAAUTITHPLEG TTAAKEG Kol To Sarmedo
TOoU AAKKOU oxnuatiletal Evag Ukpog opBoywviog OAAAOG LE ToLXWHATA Ao
oclpec AiBwv oe opllovtia diataln, omou eviadlalovial ol VeEKpol, HAAAov
HEoa oe PEpeTpa, KaBwe £xouv Bpebel umoAeippata EVAoU. O XWPOE MAVW
amo TNV KAAU YN HEXPL TNV eTidpAveLla Tou e8Aadoug yeUleTal He XWHA, TIAVW
oTo omnolo tonmoBeteital to Aeyouevo arua, dnAadn pia AiBwvn otiAn mou opi-
(el TO onpeio Tou evtadlaocpou [Ew. 8, 9].

OaAapoeldng (n Oadapwtog) tadog. NMpokettal yia tov o Stadedopévo TUTO
Tadou tng Muknvaikng Emoxng. Ztnv mAayla Addpou okafetal evag GaAauoc
SLadopwv oxnuatwy (tetpamAeupog, metalooxnuog, eAAewdoeldng) avaloya
HE TN okAnpotnta tou £dddouc, otov omoio odnyel pakpug dtadpopog mou
ovopaletal Spouog. Xpnotpornoleital yia ToAAEG SLaSOXIKEC TAPEC, KATA LECO
0PO TPLWV £WG TTEVTE ATOUWV. O VEKPOG 1N oL VEKpOL evarmoBetovtal ansubeiag
oto 6amedo tou BaAdpou 1 péca o mRAWeG Adpvakes. Metd To mEpag KABe
evtadLloopoL n eicodoc tou tadou oppayiletal pe EepoABla koL o Spopog
ETYWHOTWVETAL MepLKEG PopEC MAVW oTov TAado tonobeteital onua. MNa tnv
ETIAVAXPNOLUOTIONCN TOU TAPOU yLla VEEC TADEC ATIOMAKPUVETAL N EMIXWON
ToUu Spopou Kal n EepoABLa tng €l00d0ou, EVw ouxva, yla e€0LKOVOUNCN XW-
pOU, XPELALETAL VO TIAPAUEPLOTOUV TA OOTA TWV MPOoNYoUEVWY TadwyV 1 va
OUYKEVTPWOOUV og el81ka Stapopdwpévoug Aakkoug oto damedo tou Balad-
HOoU N Tou SpOpoU N O KOYXEC OTa Tolywata Tou BaAdapou [Ewk. 10, 11].

Ewk. 1. H tadn D.20 og ar\o Adkko (MecoeAAadikn mepiodoc).
[Mnyn: Aueptkavikn SxoAn KAaoikwv Zroubwv atnv Adrva, Apxeio Avackapwv Aépvag, €tog 1954].

Fig. 1. The pit grave D.20 (Middle Helladic period).

[Source: American School of Classical Studies at Athens, Lerna Excavations Archive, year 1954].

Etk. 2. O KiBwTLéoxNuog tadog BC.3 pe TG KaAUTTRpLEG TTAAKEG Tou (Mpwiun
Muknvaikn mepiodog).
[Minyn: Aueptkavikn SxoAn KAaowwv Zmoubwv otnv ASnva, Apxeio Avaokapwv Aépvag, £tog 1955].

Fig. 2. The cist grave BC.3 with its cover slabs (Early Mycenaean period).
[Source: American School of Classical Studies at Athens, Lerna Excavations Archive, year 1955].

Ewk. 4. O KIBwtLooxnuog tddoc D.9 pe AiBvoug opbootdrteg ota

tolwpata (MeoosAhadikn mepiodog).
(npd,mn Mu KI']V(I'[KT'] T[Ep'LOSOQ). [Mnyrj: Auepikavikn SxoAn KAaotkwv Smoubwv otnv ASrva, Apxeio Avaokapwy Aép-

Ewk. 3. O kiBwtiéoxnuog tddog BC.3 petd tnv
adaipeon NG SUTIKAG KAAUTITAPLAG TTAAKAG TOU

[Mnyri: Aueptkaviki SxoAn KAaowkdv Emouddv otny Adrva, Apyeio V@S €106 1953].

Avaokagav Aépvag, €10 1955]. Fig. 4. The cist grave D.9 with walls formed of vertically placed

Fig. 3. The cist grave BC.3 after the removal of its  stone slabs (Middle Helladic period).
western cover slab (Early Mycenaean period). [Source: American School of Classical Studies at Athens, Lerna Excavations Archive,
[Source: American School of Classical Studies at Athens, Lerna  Y€9" 1955].

Excavations Archive, year 1955].

Etk. 5. O mMAvOOKTLOTOG KIBWTLOOYNMOG Tddog B.9 (MeoosAadikr mepiodoc).
[Mnyn: Auepwavikn SxoAn KAaowkwy Smoubwv atnv Adrva, Apxeio Avaokapwy Aépvag, €tog 1954].

i Fig. 5. The brick cist grave B.9 (Middle Helladic period).

[Source: American School of Classical Studies at Athens, Lerna Excavations Archive, year 1954].

Elk. 6. Eyxutplopog tng Méong NeoAlBikng meplodou.
[Mnyni: Auepwavikn SxoAr KAaowkwy Smoubwv atnv Adrva, Apxeio Avaokapwv Aépvag, €tog 1956].

Fig. 6. Burial jar of Middle Neolithic period.

[Source: American School of Classical Studies at Athens, Lerna Excavations Archive, year 1956].
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Ew. 7. Eyxutplopog BE.29 (MecoeA\adikn mepiodoc).
[Mnyn: Aueptkavikn SxoAn KAaowwv moubwv otnv ASnva, Apxeio
Avaokagpwv Aépvag, étog 1956].

Fig. 7. Jar burial BE.29 (Middle Helladic period).
[Source: American School of Classical Studies at Athens, Lerna
Excavations Archive, year 1956].

Elk. 8. Topr AakkoeLlbou¢ tTadou Tou Tadikol KUKAou B twv Mu-
KNVWV.

[Mnyn: T. E. MuAwvdg, O taptkos kukAog B twv Muknvawv, BiBALodrkn t¢ ev Adrvaig
Apxatoldoyikng Etaupeiag aptd. 73, Adnva 1973, oel. 244, ewk. 28].

Fig. 8. Section of a shaft grave of Grave Circle B of Mycenae.
[Source: G. E. Mylonas, The Grave Circle B of Mycenae, Library of the Archaeological
Society at Athens no 73, Athens 1973, p. 244, fig. 28].

Eik. 9. Ot 800 Aakkoeldeic tddot Tng Aépvag.
[Mnyn: Auepikavikn SxoAn KAaowwv Zmovbwv otnv Adnva, Apxeio Avaokapwv Aépvag, £tn 1954, 1955].

Fig. 9. The two shaft graves of Lerna.
[Source: American School of Classical Studies at Athens, Lerna Excavations Archive, years 1954, 1955].

TadLKOg

BdAapog

burial _.
er

gloodog
entrance

Katd prikog topn
Cross section

SLadpopoc eloddou (5popog)
passage way (dromos)

. == —

Katoyn
Ground plan

Eik. 10. Ot Balapoeldeic tadot Il kat Il tou KiBepiou.
[Mnyn: Apxeio EQ.A.APT.].

Fig. 10. The chamber tombs Il and Il of Kiveri.
[Source: Archive of EF.A.ARG.].
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Ewk. 11. Ot Bahaposldeis tadol V,
VI kat VIl Tou KiBepiou: TopEG Kl
Katoyn.

[Minyn: Apxeio E@.A.APT.].

Fig. 11. The chamber tombs V, VI
and VII of Kiveri: cross sections

= and ground plan.
[Source: Archive of EF.A.ARG.].

Typology of graves

The following types of graves have been found at Lerna over its long history:

Pit graves. The simplest form of burial, these are found as early as the Neolithic
period and essentially continue to be used throughout history. A pit is dug into
the ground, and the deceased is placed directly on the soil or on a floor made
of pebbles or a stone slab. The burial trench is often covered by stone slabs or
rubble, and is sometimes bordered by a stone pillar or stones that serve as a
grave marker [Fig. 1].

Cist graves. These are built tombs with walls constructed in a variety of ways.
Usually walls are formed by vertical slabs (orthostates), but in some graves they
are built of bricks or stone plaques, or even rubble laid horizontally. Others are
built using a combination of construction methods and materials. Cist graves
often have a floor of pebbles or other material (clay, mud bricks) and are covered
by slabs [Figs. 2-5].

Burial jars. These are mostly used for the burial of infants, and employ an
appropriately sized vessel to contain the body [Figs. 6, 7].

Shaft graves. A development (at a larger scale) of the cist grave, these were used
for multiple burials. They are constructed of a deep rectangular pit covered by
slabs resting on wooden beams. The area between the floor of the pit and the
covering slabs was the burial chamber, a small rectangular space formed by
horizontal courses of stones. The deceased were likely placed inside coffins,
judging by the remains of wood found in the chambers. Soil was heaped over
the covering slabs, and over this was a grave marker in the form of a stone stele
[Figs. 8, 9].

Chamber tombs. It is the most widespread type of grave in the Mycenaean
period. A chamber of various shapes (four-sided, horseshoe-shaped, elliptical),
depending on the hardness of the ground, is dug into the hillside. A long passage
way called dromosleadstoit. Itisused for multiple burialsinsuccession, averaging
three to five individuals. The deceased are deposited directly on the floor of the
chamber or in clay coffins. After each burial, the entrance to the tomb is sealed
with stones and the passage way is filled with soil. Sometimes a marker (sema)
is placed on the grave. In order to reuse the grave for new burials, the passage
way filling and the stones blocking the entrance are removed. Quite often, in
order to save space, it is necessary to set aside the bones of the previous burials
or to collect them in specially formed pits in the floor of the chamber or the
passage way, or in niches in the walls of the chamber [Figs. 10, 11].
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