H YAPOXAPHL AEPNA ¢ LERNA “DELIGHTING IN WATER”

H Aépva amotelei €va and ta apxaidtepa Bpnokeutikd k€vipa tng ApyoAidag.
Madi pe tn Aatpeia kal tn Beoloyia, cuvinpouoe puboug yia tn dpdcn Bewy,
NMiBswy Kal npwwy, n omoia cuvdedtay pe Tty UTapgn TwWv VEPWY Kal ThG MAoU-
olag BAdotnong Kai aviavakAoUoE OIKICTIKEG Mapaddoelg Tou Apyoug Kal Tou
NaumAiou.

2tn Aépva:

e O HpakAng okotwvel to @idopopyo tépag, tn Aepvaia Ydpa mou @wAiddel
otnv myn g Apupwvng kal katd tnv €§086 tng otnv nmedidda KataoTpEPel
ta Korrddia Kkail tn xwpa. Me autd tov tpdmo e§acpalilel tny mpoécfacn Twy
avBpwnwy oTIg TTNYEG, Ol orfoiol TTAEov dlaxelpidovtal Ta VEPA TNG TTEPIOXNG HE-
TATPEMOVIAG TIG EKTACEIG O KaAAlepyrioipa e5dgn.

e O Aavadg pe ug mevrivia Buyatépeg tou amofifdletar and tnv Aiyurto
otoug Armofabuoug, votidtepa tng Aépvag kal 1dpuel to 1Epd TG ABnvag 2aiti-
d0¢ otnyv Kopu@r] Tou Adgou [lovtivou, kKabwg n Bed tov Ponba va @uyel amd
tnv Aiyurito. O1 Buyatépeg tou Bubifouv ta Ke@AAia TWV OKOTWHEVWY CUlUYwY
ToUG, Yiwv tou adel@ou tou Aavaou, Aiyurntou, ota vepd tng amubuevng
ANipvng ou amoteAei pia amnod tg eIc0doug otov Katw Koopo.

e A6 tn Aipvn auth katePaivouy otov Katw Koéopo o Adng pe tnv lMNepoego-
vn Kabwg kai o Aidvuoog yia va pEPEI T UNTEPA TOU 2ZePEAN OTN YN.

e Jta vepad tng Agpvag okotwvetal o Aidvuoog amod tov [lepoga, o ormoiog
avutibetal otn véa Bpnokeia.

* H Aavaida Apupwvn evwvetal epwtika pe tov [Noosidwva kal Kapmog toug
gival o NaumAiog, o enwvupog fpwag kail oikioths tng Naumiiag. AANwoTe, yia
xdapn tng o Bed¢ xTumd to Ppdxo Pe TRV TPialva Kal @avepwvel Pia véa mnyn.
Me autov tov TpOTTo YAITWVEI TOUG KAToikoug aro tnv avudpia rmou o id1og ixe
nmpokaA€oel yia va ekOIKnBei tnv agaipeon twv SIKAIWPATWY TOU TTAVW OThY
moAn tou Apyouc.

[Mpdaypat, o1 mny€g tng Apupwvng kai tng Ag€pvag kai o lNovtivog motapog
mou pgouv otn Bdlacoa amd Tov opwvupo AS@o, xapifouv oTnV TEPIOXH
mAoucia KaAAigpyfoipa e8den Kal amoteAouv TOAo €AENG twv avBpwrwy fon
amd toug veoAiBikoug xpovoug. OIKIopNOG akpaiog, Kupiwg Katd tnv mepiodo
2700-1250 m.X., €xel gpeuvnbei oto xapnAdé Ad@o tng «MayouAagy, vétia Twv
Tywv Kal tou [Novtivou motapou.

[ToAUpputo dAcog mAatdvwy Kkal dAAwy SEvipwy, avapeoa oto Adgo [lovtivo,
v akpoBalacoid kal ta duo motdpia (Apupwvn kai MNovtivog), amoteholoe
Kata tnv apxaiotnta tomno Aatpeiag tng Anuntpag lNpoocupvag kai tou Alovu-
OOU TTOU TTPOCTATEUAY TN YOVIHOTNTA Kal TV gugopia tng yns. 2To dAcog auto,
To oroio Oa TIPEMEl va eKTEIVOTAV OTO KEVIPO TOU ONMUEPIVOU XWPIOU TWV
MUAwyv, mpayuatormoliolvtav KAbe XpOvo ol HUOCTIKEG TeAETEG TwV Agpvaiwy
mpog TR twv duo Bewv otoug omoioug ol motoi gixav avabgoel AiBiva kai
XAAKIva aydAuata.

And ta vepd twv mnywy tng A€pvag oxnuatiétav n anmubpevn katd toug ap-
xaioug AAkuovia Aigvn, n omoia ofjpepa sival opatrj amd to dnuocio dpdpo.
2Tig oxBeg tng pe tnv mAouoia BAactnon, ol Apyeiol kahoucav kabe dvoign to
Aidvuoo va £E§€NBel amo tov Adn Kkal va Xxapiocel Tnv gugopia otn yn Kai ta Ko-
mddia. Qg véog «Bedg» Aidvuoog Aatpeletal otV TTEPIOXH, KATA TOUG pwHai-
KoUGg Xpovoug, o AVTIiVOOG, O €EUVOOUHEVOG Tou autokpdtopa Adpiavou
(117-138 p.X.) mou kai autdg xabnke ota vepa tou Neilou.

Me ta mholoia vepd tng mepIoXnG Kivouvtay, Tplv Kal petd tnv Emavdotaon
tou I82], o1 yvwotoi «agevtikoi puAoi» tng A€pvag, ol omoiol Ppiokovtav
Kovtd otnv akpoBalaocoid Kal 0Toug ormoioug ogeileTal TO Gvopa TOU ChUEPI-
vou xwplou Twy MUAwv.

2NHEPA, ol TTNYES TG A€pvag Kal tng APUP®WYNG TPOPOdOTOUY e TTOCINO VEPO
Toug katoikoug Twv Arfjpwy NaumAiéwy kal Apyoug-Muknvav.

AgpogwTtoypagpia.
Aerial view.
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O HpakAng kal o I16Aaog okotwvouy tn Agpvaia’Ydpa. EpuBpodpopen mapdotaon os abnvaiké otauvo tou Zwypdgou
Tou 2UAgwg amo to Chiusi tng Etpoupiag (480-4/0 n.X.). [NaA€éppo, Museo Nationale.

Hercules and lolaos kill the Hydra of Lerna. Red-figure representation on an athenian stamnos of the Painter of Syleus
from Chiusi of Etruria (480-470 BC). Palermo, Museo Nationale.

Lerna was one of the oldest religious centers in the Argolid. Together with
worship and theology, it supported myths about the activities of gods,
demi-gods and heroes which were connected with the presence of water and
rich vegetation, and which reflected foundation traditions in Argos and
Nauplion.

In Lerna:

e Hercules killed the serpentine monster, the Lernaean Hydra, which had its lair
in the springs of Amymone and upon emerging into the plain destroyed both
herds and land. In this way he secured access to the springs by men, who could
now make use of the region’s water by transforming its land into farmland.

e Danaus and his 50 daughters disembarked from Egypt at Apobathmoi south of
Lerna and founded the sanctuary of Athena Saitis at the peak of Pontinos Hill,
as the goddess had assisted his flight from Egypt. His daughters sank the heads
of their slain husbands, the sons of Danaus’ brother Aegyptus, in the waters of
the bottomless lake that formed one of the entrances to the Underworld.

* Hades descended to the Underworld with Persephone from this lake, as did
Dionysus, in order to bring his mother Semele back to earth.

* Dionysus was killed by Perseus, who opposed the new religion, in the waters
of Lerna.

 The Danaid Amymone was united in love with Poseidon; the fruit of their
union was Nauplios, the eponymous hero-founder of Nauplia. Furthermore, for
her sake the god struck the rock with his trident and revealed a new spring. In
this way he rescued the inhabitants from the drought he himself had caused to
avenge the removal of his rights over the city of Argos.

In fact, the springs of Amymone and Lerna and the river Pontinos, which flow
into the sea from the hill of this name, offered the area rich arable land and
attracted people even in the Neolithic period. A flourishing settlement,
primarily during the period 2700-1250 BC, has been investigated on the low hill
of “Magoula” south of the springs and the Pontinos River.

A well-watered grove of plane and other trees between Pontinos Hill, the coast,
and the two rivers (Amymone and Pontinos) was in antiquity a cult site of
Demeter Prosymna and Dionysus, who protected fertility and the fecundity of
the land. Each year the mystical rites of the Lernaeans in honor of the two gods
to whom the faithful had dedicated stone and bronze statues took place in this
grove, which must have extended to the center of the modern village of Myloi.

Visible today from the public road, the Alkyonia Lake, which the ancients held
to be bottomless, was formed by the waters of the springs of Lerna. Along its
banks with their rich vegetation, the Argives each spring invited Dionysus to
emerge from the Underworld and grant fertility to both the land and the herds.
During the Roman period, Antinous, the favorite of the Emperor Hadrian
(117-138 AD) who was lost in the waters of the Nile, was worshipped as a new

“god” Dionysus in the area.

Both before and after the Revolution of 1821, the famous “afentikoi mills” of
Lerna, which were near the coast and to which the modern village of Myloi
owes its name, were powered with the abundant waters of the region.

Today the springs of Lerna and Amymone supply the inhabitants of the
Municipalities of Nauplion and Argos-Mycenae with drinking water.




