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MpOKeLTAL ylO LEUOVWHUEVO HUECALWVLKO TTUPYO TIou PpLoKETAL VOTLA TOU
KAotpou tTwv MUAwV Kot o€ XapunAotepo UPOUETpO amo auto (70 p.).
ATTAOC OTNV KOTOLOKEUN TOU Kol e opBoywVLIKN KAtoPn HEyloTwy e€wTe-
pLkwv Slaotdaocewv 5,45 x 6,75 W., 61€Bete 1écoepa enineda, pe HEYLOTO
UP0oc¢ 9,20 . otnVv KaAUTtepa owlOUEVN EEWTEPLKN AVATOALKN TAEUpPA. Ta
Vo npwta enineda, amo TO OMOLN TO KATWTOTO CHUEPA EXEL ETILXWUATW-
Bl amo ta UALKA TTou €xouv KatappeUOEeL, Sev lxav avolypota yla AOyoug
aodaleiag kal eEumnpetovoav SeUTEPEVOUCEG XPNOELS, OTIWC N aodn)-
kevon npoiovtwv. To tpito emninedo anmoteAoVoe TO PACIKO XWPO KATOIKN-
oNG, EVW TO TETAPTO NTOV TO AeyOUEVO SwHa, art’ OTou UTRPXE pocfa-
on otig emaAéels. H elocodog dapopdwvotav otnv avatoAkn MAEUpA, 5
L. PnAotepa amo to Ppuaoiko £€6adog, Evw TOGO N MPocPacn o€ auTrv 000
KOl N KOTAKOPU N ETLKOWVWVIO LETAEY TWV ETIITESWV ETILTUYXOVOTOV YLa
AOyouc aohaleiag Kal ApUVAC LECW KVNTWV EUALVWV KALLAKWYV, OL OTto(-
€C Umopouoav va avacupBolv woTte va amokoPouv tnv mpooBaon tTwv
ETUTIOEPEVWV.

Mla TNV evioyuon TNG AUUVILKAG LKAVOTNTAG TOU 0 TtUpyog OLEBeTE emAA-
EELC OTIC TEoOEPELG TTAEUPECG KaBwWC Kal TIoAepoBuUpldEC Kal KOTAXUOTPEC
yla TNV mpootacia Twv TUPAWV onNUElWY KAl TWV OVOLYHATWY oo Tov
eX0p0. Eniong meptBarrotayv anod xapunAo nepiforo Staoctaocswv 20 x 60
., 0 omtolog meplEkAele deutepevovTta KTtiopata pe BondBnTIKEC XPAOELG.
H mmUAn tou mBavwe Pplokotav ota PopeloduTIKA, o’ OTou eVOEXOUE-
VWG HovomatL Ba cuVvESEE TOV TUPYO LE TO YELTOVIKO KAOTPO TwV MUAwV.

JTov mupyo Slakpivovtal TPEL KATAOKEUAOTIKEC PpAoELS. H apxLkn KaTa-
OKeUN Tou avayetal otnv niepiodo tng Opaykokpatiog (Leoa 13° al.). Ze
XpAon Atav HEXPL Ta péoca tou 15 at., otav katd tov A" BEVETOTOUPKLKO
ToAgpo (1463-1479) vdlotatal KATOOTPOPECS KAl TIEPVA TTAEOV OTNV Ka-
ToXN Twv OBwpavwy amod toug Bevetolg, otoug omoloug Tov eixe pon-
YOUUEVWG TTIOUAROEL N ppayKIKNG Kataywync Marie d’ Enghien, teAeutaia
KAnpovopog Twv kaotpwv Apyouc, NaurmAilou kat Kiepiov (MUAwv). Altd
N ¢don avtn dtatnpeital n eMPEANUEVNG KATOOKEUNG VOTLOAVATOALKA
ywvia tou.

H S6eltepn ddon tou mupyou avayetal otnv A° OBwpaviky mepiodo
(1540-1686), kotd TNV OTMOLA AVOKATOOKEUALETAL UE TIPOXELPO TPOTIO
(T.X. n SuTKA 6PN TOU), EMXWHATWVETAL KoL SEV ETTAVAXPNOLUOTIOLELTOL
TAEOV N KATWTEPN OTABUN, EVW KATAOKEVALETAL O EEWTEPLKOC TIEPLBOAOG,
0 omolo¢ A€oV ¢dEpel TudekloBupidec. H tpitn paon avayetat otn B’
OBwpavikn repiodo (1715-1821), katd TNV Omoia EMIKPATOUV GUVONKEG
aodaleiag, pe amotéAeopa va SleupuvovTal Ta avolypata, va pooTi-
Bevtal EVAVOL E€WOTEC OTOL AVOLyHOTO TOU TPLTOU €TLITESOU KAl val ETTL-
xpletal n avatoAik ogn tou. Tnv nmepiodo autr) anoteAoVos TNV OXupn
KaTolkia KAmolou Kapnwtrh dnpoociwv mpocodwv mou oxXeT{ovtayv HE TN
Aeltoupyla Twv LEPOUUAWY TNG TtEpLoxNC. Tov louvio Tou 1825 oxupwOn-
KE OE€ QLUTOV O OTPATNYOS MaKPUYLAVVNG HLE TO TIAALKAPLA TOU YLaL VAL TTO-
AepnoeL Tov lumpany, mou eixe otpatonedeVoeL 0TO KAOTPO TwWV MUAWY,
KOLL VOL OLVOLXOLLTLOEL TNV 0PI TOU OTPATOU TwV AlyuTttiwy.

H ovopaoia tou odeiletal os tpodoplkr) mapddoon mou tov OeAe va Ka-
TolKe(Tal oo pia tooco opopdn (A Ttdco doxnun) mplykutomovAa (Marie
d’ Enghien;), woTte TNG €lXav KATAOKEVAOEL pia uTtoyela 6todo TPog TN
BaAaooa TIPOKELMEVOU va LNV TN PAETOUV va KAVEL TO UITAVLO TNG.

* To keigevo Paciletal oTa MOPIOHATA TNG EPEVVAG TOL APXLTEKTOVA UNXAVIKOV
tov YIIIIO k. Kwv/vov AnuntpodAia, ta omoia o gpevvntig mapovoiace otny I'" Atebvn
Emotnuovikn Zvvavtnon «To ApxatoAoywd Epyo otnv ITeAondvvnoo» (AEITEA 3) tovIovvio
Tov 2021 kot Ta omoia pe peydhn mpobupia €Bece LVIOYN TOV EMOTHHOVIKOV TPOOWTIKOD TOV
gpyov «Avadelfn Tov apxaloAoytkod Xwpov tng Aépvagy.

e

1. Artoyn tou MUpyou tn¢ Bacthomoulag
KalL TNG yUpW TEPLOXNG oo BopeELa.
View of the tower and its surroundings from the north.

2. Anoyin tou Mupyou TnG BaotAomovAag
Kol Tou TiepLBOAOU Tou Ao voTLa.

View of the tower and its precinct

from the south.
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3. IxeblooTikn amotMwaon TG UGLOTAUEVNC KaTdoTaong Tou Mupyou (oxéSto K. AnpntpolALag).
Plan of the existing situation of all four sides of the tower (plan by K. Dimitroulias).

Vasilopoula (Princess) Tower*

This medieval tower is located to the south of the Castle of Myloi at a
lower elevation (70 m). A simple, rectangular structure, it has external
dimensions of 5.45 x 6.75 m and survives to a maximum height of 9.20
m on the east side. In the interior, it was arranged on four levels. The
first two floors, the lowest of which has been completely filled in by
collapsed material, had no openings for security reasons and were used
for secondary purposes such as storage. The main residential area was
on the third floor, while the fourth was occupied by the roof terrace and
the crenellations. The entrance was located on the east side, 5 m above
ground level. Removable wooden stairs were used to reach the entrance
and also to facilitate vertical circulation between levels in the interior,
so that in times of danger they could be withdrawn and thus prevent
attackers from gaining access to the tower.

To reinforce its defensibility, the tower had battlements on all four sides,
as well as arrow loops and machicolations to protect blind spots and
openings from the enemy. It was also surrounded by a low perimeter
wall, measuring 20 x 60 m, which also enclosed auxiliary structures. The
gate was most likely located on the northwest, probably meeting a path
linking the tower with the neighboring Castle of Myloi.

Three construction phases can be discerned in the tower. The initial
structure dates to the period of Frankish rule (mid 13th century), and
remained in use until mid 15th century, when it was destroyed during the
first Venetian-Turkish War (1463-1479). It passed into the hands of the
Ottomans from the Venetians, to whom it had been previously sold by
the Frankish princess Maria of Enghien, last heir to the castles of Argos,
Nafplion and Kiveri (Myloi). From this phase is the carefully constructed
southeast corner.

The second phase of the tower dates to the First Ottoman period (1540-
1686), during which there was some haphazard reconstruction (for
example, the west facade). The lowest level was filled in and abandoned,
and an enclosure wall was constructed around the tower with rifle bays.

The third construction phase dates to the Second Ottoman period (1715-
1821). As this was a time of relative security, the tower’s openings were
widened, wooden balconies were added to the openings of the third floor
and the east facade was plastered. During this time, the tower served
as the fortified residence of some beneficiary of public revenue, likely
connected to the watermills operating in the area. During the War of
Independence, in an effort to stem the onslaught of Egyptian forces,
General Makrygiannis and his “lads” used the tower as their stronghold in
June of 1825 in the battle against Ibrahim, who had camped in the Castle
of Myloi.

The tower’s name comes from an oral tradition according to which the
tower was home to a princess (Maria of Enghien?) of such beauty (or
ugliness) that a subterranean passageway to the sea had to be constructed
so that she may bathe without anyone seeing her.

* The text is based on the findings of the research of the architect engineer of the Greek
Ministry of Culture Mr. Konstantinos Dimitroulias, which the researcher presented at the
Third International Scientific Meeting “The Archaeological Project in the Peloponnese” in
June 2021 and which he willingly brought to the attention of the scientific staff of the project
“Promotion of the archaeological site of Lerna’”.
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